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Rev. James Trainor’s
hard work saved
St. Mary's from ruin

By CAROL CHILD
Special 1o The News Journal

WILMIMNGTON — St. Mary's
Roman Catholic Church at Sixth
and Pine celebrated its 145th an-
niversary on Now, 2. But, were it
not for the Rey James E Trainor,
who came to the parish 28 years
ago, the church might not be
there at all.

Trainor resurcécted the
crumbling, second-oldest
chureh in the city, (St Mary's-5t,
Patrick's Roman Catholic
Church form a combined
parish) consecrated in 1858 by
5t. John Neumann, bishop of
Philadelphia. and restored a dis-
integrating parish.

Om June &, this man who was
not adverse to wiekding hammer
and saw underwent triple-by-
pass heart surgery. He came
through just fine until two days
later, when what the medical
profession terms “an incident,”
deprived him of oxygen,” said
Bill Knoser, president of St
Patrick's Center, Since then he
has remained comatose, cared
for at the Little Sisters of the
Poor Mursing Home near Chris-
tiana.

“They were going to con
demn the church and tear it
down,” said Pat Zickgraf of
Wilmington, associated with the
church sinee childhood, and
now the cook. “But they did re-
search and discovered how ald it
was. That's when the church
was put on the MNational
Register of Historic Places.”

“Through Father Trainor's

leadership,” said Kooser, “he
gathered a group of parish-
joners and interested people to
work - painting, repairing bro-
ken windows. He worked right
alomgside, fixing toilets, what-
ever”
“The rectory building had to
be torn down,” said Kooser.
“The condition was so de-
plorable. The neat thing is he
turned it into a memorial gar-
den - in the footprint of the rec-
tory There are garden walls,
gates and hundreds of plagues
hung on the outside back wall of
the church commemorating
those whom parishioners desire
to be remembered.”
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After 5t. Mary's rectory was demolished, the Rev. James F. Trainor
turmed the site into a memorial garden, complete with a statue he
produced using an existing statue to make a mold.

“Father Trainor did won-
ders.” said Zickgraf. He went
firom a carpenter to a priest. He
didn’'t just stand by and watch
He did the work himself. He
climbed the roof and every-
thing. He worked with people
fromm all walks of Hife. He worked
with the poorest and the wealth:
jest. Now you sit and hold his
hand and you don't know
whether he knows you're there
or not. He really touched a lot of
people”

“His spirit was contagious.”
said Kooser “You wanted to par
ticipate, IF you couldn’t do some
things, he found things you
coubd do. He said, ‘Follow and do
what I'm doing.’ He never asked
you to do what he wouldn't do.
He et nobody out

*He was excesdingly inclu-

sive of everybody His whole Life
was that way He included every-
body in the community. He
wanted everybody to be a part of
St Mary's-5t. Patrick’s. [t was
his intent: He was always there
with a hand out, not turning

anybody away
“He was a people person,”
Kooser went on. “He was

brought up in a litter: He wanted
people around, He didn't want to
eat alone. He invited people 1o
his takle, He made sure the door
was open, that you were in
chuded.

“He had a reputation as an
exceptional counselor. He re-
married couples who had di-
yoreed. He would sit and talk to
people for hours, He spent many
evenings, talking, holding thelir
hands, resolving problems, even
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The Rev. James F. Trainor has been

The Rev. James Francis
Trainor

ABE: 69

FAMILY: Parants: Thomas J.
Trainor, policeman (deceased) and
Louise A. Trainor {deceased);
brothers: Jack (deceased), Tom,
Bilt and Raymond; sister: Mar-
guaerite (deceasad).

POSITION: Pastor, St Mary's-
5t Patrick's Roman Catholic
churches since 1975

EXPERIENCE: Associate pasior,
1. Thomas the Aposile,
Wikmington, 1970-75; St Mary
Refuge of Sinners, Gambridge,
Md., 1969-70; St. John the
Batowed, Miltkown, 1966-89; Holy
Spirit , New Casthe, 1964-66.

HONDRS: Served as chaplain of
the LS. Senale, Jan. 25, 2001, at
the invitation of LLA. Sen. Joe

peaple who were not necessarily
members of the parish.”

Eooser, of Penny Hill, has
been a St Mary's-St. Patrick's
parizshioner since the day 20
years ago when his wife at
tended St Mary's on a holy day
of obligation, because the
church was near her workplace.
She came home, said, “I"ve
found this great guy He's really
got something to say. He's not
preachy, intellectual.”

“He's humorous,” said
Kooser “He relates to the situa-
tion by telling a humorous story
ahout himself. He was always
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After 51. Mary's rectory was demolished, the Rev. James F. Trainor
turmed the site into a memorial garden, complete with a statue he
produced using an existing statue to make a mold.

“Father Trainor did won-
ders,” sald Zickgral. He went
from a carpenter 1o a priest. He
didn't just stand by and watch.
He did the work himself. He
climbed the roof and every-
thing. He worked with people
from all walks of life. He worked
with the poorest and the wealth-
jest. Now you sit and hold his
hand and you don't know
whether he knows you're there
or niot. He really touched a lot of
people.”

“His spirit was comtagious,”
sabd Kooser “You wanted to par-
ticipate. If you couldn't do some
things, he found things you
could do. He said, ‘Follow and do
what I'm doing." He never asked
you to do what he wonldn't do.
He left nobody out,

“He was excecdingly inelu

sive of everybody. His whaole life
was that way He included every-
body in the community. He
wanted everybody to be a part of
5t. Mary's-5t. Patrick's. It was
his intent: He was always there
with a hand out, not turning
anybody away

“"He was a people person,”
Kooser went on. “He was
brought up in a litter He wanted
people around. He didn't want to
eat alone. He invited people to
his table. He made sure the door
was open, that you were in-
cluded.

“He had a reputation as an
exceptional counselor. He re-
married eouples who had di-
vorced. He would sit and talk to
peaple for hours, He spent many
evenings, talking, holding thedr
hands, resolving problems, even
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The Rev. James Francis
Trainor

AGE: 59

FAMILY: Pareaits: Thamas J.
Trainor, policeman (deceased) and
Lovise A Trainor {deceased);
brothers: Jack (deceased), Tom,
Bill and Raymond; sistar: Mar-
guerite (deceased).

POSITION: Pastor, St Mary's-
&t. Patrick’s Roman Catholic
churches since 1975.

EXPERIENGE: A=sociale pastor,
St. Thomas the Apastie,
Wilrningbon, 1900-75; St. Mary
Retuge of Sinners, Cambridge,
M., 1969-T10: St. John the
Belowed, Millbown, 1966-E9; Holy
Spirit , New Castla, 1964-66.

HOMORS: Served as chaplain of
the 1.5, Senate, Jan. 25, 2001, at
the imdtation of UA. Sen, Jog

peaple who wene not necessarily
members of the parish.”
Kooser, of Penny Hill, has
been & St. Mary's-5t. Patrick's
parishioner since the day 20
years ago when his wife at-
tended St. Mary's on a holy day
of ohligation, hecause the
church was near her workplace,
She came home, said, "1've
found this great guy. He's really
got something 1o say. He's not
preachy, intellectual.™
“He's humorous,” said
Kooser. “He relates o the situa-
tion by telling a humorous story
about himself. He was always

The Rey. James F. Tralnor has been 51. Mary's pasior for 28 years.

Biden, D-Ded. Ernvisioned and
hosted the St. Patrick's Day Soci-
ety's Annual Communicn Break-
fast, a fund-ralsing event celebrat-
iing tellowship and Irish culture
while benefiting local citizens,
since 1994,

EDUCATION: 51 Mary's Semi-
nary, Baltimore, complation of
seminary training); 1. Mary Col-
lege, St. Mary, Ky, [seminary train-
ing); St. Joseph's Collage,
Philadelphia; 5t. Charles Bor-
ramen Seminary, Philadeiphia:
graduate of Rioman Catholic High
Schaal, Philadedphia. Drdained
My 16, 1964, at St. Peter's
Cathedral in Wilmingion.

INTERESTS: Gardening, travel-
ing — always in a group. Lintil
iliness, lended his mather's gar-
den at her Penny Hill home.

‘Father Jim" or just "Jim." "

Since 1975, Trainor has been
thir only priest of both churches
In Trainor™s absence the Rewv
David Murphy has been brought
in full time a5 the administrator,
responsible for the Masses.

“1 visit Father Trainor twice
a week,” said Kooser, “The sis-
ters get him up and dressed, ina
shirt and khakis. He turns and
faces your direction. But no one
kEnows if he is aware. Except for
this, he is perfectly healthy - his
hungs, his Kidneys, everyvthing.”

Trainor turned &% on
Wednesday.



