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Neighbors

Imagine music, a boardwalk, a cz

Preservation group
spreads the word about
Brandywine Springs
and the way it was

By CAROL CHILD

Speceal o The Maws Jowrnal

“In the early 19208 we'd ride the open-
air trolley to Brandywine Springs Park,”
says Ann Hedrick, 87, a member of
Friends of Brandywine Springs (FOBS),

_ a group dedicated to the preservation of
the Brandywine Springs Amusement
Park and celebrating their 10th anniver-
sary this year

“We'd ride under the arch into the
park, then walk on the boardwalk to the
merry-go-round. Up high, across the
park, was the Scenic Railway

“l especially remember lots of conces-
sions selling big jugs of orange juice -
gallons, [ remember the dance hall in the
middle of the lake, We'd walk down the
conerete steps into the lake and get into a
boat and go under the arch of the bridge
over the lake - that was the greatest
:_tjlig. going under the arch - 10 cents a

“For our 10th anniversary, we'd like to
heighten public awareness of the history
of the park and our efforts to preserve
it,” says Sandi Closek, FOBS seeredary

“We're planning a slide show and
park tour on Saturday. The slide show
will ... tell the history of the park and
highlights of FOBS' first 10 years. After
the slide show, the Wilmington & VWest-
ern Railroad's “Doodlebug™ will take
people from the Mill to Brandywine
Springs for gulded walking tours of the
old amusement park area.”

The Brandywine Springs property
hegan as a posh resort in 1826 to which
people traveled from up and down the
East Coast to escape the city heat and
drink the mineral water of the chaly-
beate springs. The resort came and went
through the 1840s economic depression
and the Civil War until in 1886 entrepre-
rear Richard Crook built amusements
mi?ka trolley line 1o bring people to the
al

Mow, Washington Lake is swampy, the
legendary Council Oak collapsed sid-
denly in 1987, and the buildings are gone,
their foundations burked beneath years
of neglect. Recently, The Friends of
Brandywine Springs during their
monthly archeological digs have un-
earthed diverse artifacts and uneoverad
foundations of the entrance arch and
other amusements. identifying them by
matching them to an amusement park

map.
“The ultimate dream of FOBS is the

A

From left: Ann Hedrick, Sandi Closek and Bob McGovern, members of Friends of
Brandywine Springs, walk along a trail that in the 1920s led visitors to a merry

amusement park.
restoration of Lake Washington,” says
Mike Ciosek, president of FOBS. “We

plan 1o install more historical signs and
to continge our archacological digs. The

Mew Castle County Special Services De
partment has always booh most support
ive, conperative, and helpful in all of our
endeavors. For that we're mast grateful.”
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From keft: Ann Hedrick, Sandi Ciosek and Bob McGovern, members of Friends of
Brandywine Springs, walkk along a trail that in the 15204 led visitors o a menry
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restoration of Lake Washington,™ says
Mike Ciodck, president of FORS. “We
plan to install more historical signs and
tor conl inue our archacological digs. The

New Castle County Special Servioes D
partment has always been most support-
ve. cooperative, and helipful tn all of our
endeavors. For that we're most gratefiul =

THE NEWS JOURKAL BRI

Wz Shoe show 21 1 pum. Satarday,
Wiknington & Western Falircad will pro-
vide ransporiation B e park rom Green-
bank Ml af 2 and 230 pom. for guided
wailking (ours of the ol amusement park
ared

Where: Greenbank Mil, 500 Greerdark
Road, Ml Creek

Aamission: fred

Iebormation: $94-0536 or T31-2502
W ol i net

“The park was a happy place,” says
Hiedrick. “Afber the park ¢ losed at the end
of 1953 my Iriends and [ would go in and
slide on the blg Katrenjammer slide. One
day we wenl and somebady had cut the
bl sectbon out =

Joyee Harrls, a member of the FORS
Board of [Mrectors, says that when she
and heer [riend Susan Sellers Smith wore
about 10 in the late 19008, each day after
school they would examine “all the
strange ruins at Brandy wine Springs
Park. When we discoversd an amuse
mént park foundation,” says Harris,
“one of our fathers would drive us into
downtown Wilmington to do our re-
search at the Wilmington Public Library
or the newspaper office. Susan and |
began to interview poople who actually
atteruled the park and those who sorked
there. We gave park tours to our class
mutis and drew maps of the gite

“Where previous generations went
For relaccation s an important pan of our
Delaware history” savs Harris “One of
my frvorite locations in the park & the
spot where the beautiful hand-carved
Dentzel caronsel was located. As a
youngster | could almost hear the band
organ music playing gleefully as the
carcussl fAigures twiried In my magins
i

=1 hope our gusts on tour day will be
draan inlo some of that magic As the
entrance archway molto proclaimed,
“Let all who enter here, bsawve care be
hind " In these times, our hope 15 bo make
that statement irue for each of our
guests, for a short time anyway My (s
vorioe artifact” A Large beautifol tortoise
shell halr comb. | abwayvs wonder how it
was Jost.”

Recently Hedrick sat on the steps o
the lake with her 10 and 13 vear-old
grandchildren and told them, “This 14
where Gammy sat when she was a litte
girl™



