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Teacher Keenya Smallwood glves one-on-one
attention to 5-year-old Harris Walker at the schoaol,
where students range in age from 3 to 12

Ed Manlove, 70, talks to the children about his years as a
pupil at St. Mary's, from 1939 to 1847, His grandson la the
sixth generation of the tamily to attend St. Mary's.

Montessori pupils,
St. Mary’s alumni
celebrate

the hallowed halls’
long, storied history

Ik past the meticn-
lously maintained
cluster of historic
red brick buildings

and serens gardens of

5t. Mary's Roman Catholic Church
at Sixth and Pine stroets in Wilm.
ington and up the steps of the
three-story red brick schoolhouse
on the grounds - The Elementary

Montessari School - and
press the

A teacher opens the door and
welcomes you intoa long, wide hall-
way flanked by rooms on either
side and a staircase at the far end,
You feel lifted into a high, clear
space; well-ordered, immaculately
clean, freshly paimted. You might
even smell cookies baking. Chil-
dren are engrossed in their work,
soft-spoken, respectful. They wear
house slippers - less noise on the
creaky old Moors, bess dirt, and com-
fortable for learning about some-
thing while sitting on the floo

Om Mow 2, 5. Mary's celebrated
its 145th anniversary The children
of the Montessori School, housed
]i'L“ the ﬁmrbitmi school-

USE, irthday
cards and cookies. On Nov 3, St.
Mary's School alumni, now in
their s, showed photos and told
stories of what school was like in
the 1930s and "40s when it was part
of 5t. Mary's and they were taught
by nums.

“In those days,"” sald alumnus
Ed Manlove, 70, of New Castle,
“you might have to stay in from re
cess and be given tasks such as
writing on the blackboard 500
tirmes ] mnst be silent."

“IMy classmates and I] were to-
gether from first grade in 1959 to

eighth in 1947, said Manlove, who
grew up at Ninth and Pine.
“My grz ." said Manlove,

“Finnegan Henry O'Brien, a pre-
schooler, is the sixth generation of
my family to trod St. Mary's
grounds, starting with my great-
grandmother, Marguerite Hen-
nighan, who attended St. Mary's
Church,

“My grandmother; Mary Eliza-
beth McNulty, taught musie and
framma.r there when it was a pub-

ic school. My father, aunts and
uneles attended school there.”

Nl'n.-rlll-«ﬂd Eric Jude Miller finds a con

NEXT WEEK

Ruad tha story of the Fav.
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Several Elementary Workshop
alumni have students in school
there now Shanda Hall, of Wilm-
ington, who attended EWMS from
197579, has a child énrolled in the
school

"EWMS gave me a leg up,” she
said. “The education taught me to
() -minded and tolerant. The

ing is geared toward how we
wiere made to learn. It taught me to
prioritize and decide what to da. It
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Eric Jude Miller finds a comforiable perch for reading at the Elementary Workshop Mon

Article by Carol Child, special to The News Journal,
News Journal photographs by Bob Herbert.

maotivated me to be a lifelong
learner.”

“If you ask any teacher here,”
said EWMS Director MeCrae Har
risan, “their philosophy would be
that the students become lifielong
learners.”

Teachers must be trained in the
Maontessori method. Everything
in the classroom is carefully cho-
sen and arranged 1o sensually
stimulate the child,

Children range in age firom 3 to
12 The 3- to 6-year-olds start with
learning order and practical life
skills. All the kids barn comput-
ers skills; they have built Web
sites and created I'movies. Their
artwork has been publicly exhib-

ited. They walk to the Wilmington
Public Library, to the YWCA for
swim class and to the Baby Grand
for danee, theater and music les-
sons, and they go on feld trips.

Harrison attributes the chil-
dren’s sense of order and disci-
pline to being treated with respect
and to parental involvement,

“We're getting children who
are farther along,” said Harrison.,
“Farents have researched their op-
tions, So, they're already involved
with their children and their edu-
cation.”

Both the church and school are
on the National Register of His-
toric Places, The school, built in
1866, served as St. Mary's Catholic

tessor Schoolll on the
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School, and for a time was a public
school. Now, EWMS leases the
schoolhouse from St Mary's for §1
a year with the understanding it
cares for the building. Parents and
volunteers do all the work.

5t Mary's Church was conse-
crated in 1858 by 51 John New-
mann, Bishop of Philadelphia. By
the early 19705, the church had
fallen into disrepair. Around 1975,
the Rev. James Tralnor became
pastor of 5t Mary's.

“Father Trainor resurrected
the church,” said Manlove. “He
brought it back from the ashes.”

Sadly, Trainor, who will turn 69
on Wednesday, underwent triple
bypass heart surgery on June &,
Since a few days after the surgery
he has remained comatose, cared
for at the Little Sisters of the Poor
Mursing Home,
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;I:h on the qmu of St. Mary's Roman Cathalie Church.

School, and for & time was a public
school. Now, EWMS leases the
schoolhouse from St. Mary's for $1
a year with the understanding it
cares for the building. Parenis and
volunteers do all the work

St. Mary's Church was conse-
crated in 1858 by St. John Neu-
mann, Bishop of Philadelphia. Ry
the early 1970s, the church had
fallen into disrepair. Around 1975,
the Rev. James Trainor became
pastor of St. Mary's.

“Father Trainor resurrected
the church,” said Manlove. "He
brought it back from the ashes.”

Sadly, Trafnor, whio will turn 69
on Wednesday, underwent triple

b heart surgery on June §,
ﬁinﬁ: a

few days after the surgery

# has remained comatoss, cared

for at the Little Sisters of the Poor
Nursing Home.

Elementary Workshop
Mantessori School
LOCATION: 502 Pine St

Wilrriington
CONTACT: McCras Harrison,
direcior, B56-1498. Web site:

ACCREDITATIONS: EWMS i a
private, independent, nol-tor-profit
onganization, accredited By tha
American Montessori Society and
e Middle States Association of
Collega and Schools, and must
mesl state standards.

Vanessa Lacter, 11, on o geography project dlriduﬂnr

while other students work as a group behind her,

sanved, too, that public schoolchildren
were lined up at rows of desks con-
had:ﬂmg irso'rmhhm:
Cars in & frésght train running along
parallel tracks, mechanically following
a prescrbad curriculum.

Sha sat aboit ¢reating a lsamning
climate that was less like an
kine and more suited to children’s di-
verse abililies,

5he gave up her medical practice
and devoted her &l 10 teaching, Sha
created sansory-rich obpscts that chil-



